








portation 
Libray 


The 
Western 


Railroader 


For the Western Railfan 








Metropolitan Railroad car 45, one of the 
first electric lines in San Francisco. 


Vol. 12; Noe 9 JULY» 1949 Number 118 








The Western 
RAILROADER 


For the Western Railfan 


Francis Guido, Editor 
P. 0. 80x 666 
SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 


Ten issues for a Dollar 





EXCURSION DATES 


August 19-20-21 Cal-Nevada's "Clover Valley Ltd" via Western 
Pacific. Leave Friday night, spend Saturday 
on Clover Valley Lumber Co's railroad; over- 
night at Portola and return Sunday down the 
Feather River canyon by daylight. 

August 28 through Ry Club of So. Cal. "Summer Holiday" to Ariz- 

September 4 ona via Santa Fe, Verde Tunnel & Smelter R.Ry, 
Saginaw & Manistee Lbr. Co, Apache Railway. 
$45.00 coach; $67 tourist upper. 

September 3-4 Bay Area's "Portland Traction tour", Local 
lines on Saturday afternoon and interurban 
lines on Sunday, 


September 25 Bay Area's "Newport trip" via Pacific Electric 
--date tentative. 

October 9 Cal-Nevada's "Calistoga Special" via Southern 

7 Pacific--date tentative, 

ctober 23 & Loco's “Sierra Weekend" Sunda th 
sek Railroad using old equipmen’ ae 


Trips that are "past history" The Cal-Nevada's V&T trip is 
said to have had some 300 fans 


from the Bay Area and 450 persons on the V&T portion. The 
R&LHS's "Weekend in the Redwoods" had 250 fans on board. Bay 
Area's Muni Ry trip of June 26 had a full car when car 401 
made its trip through Twin Peaks Tunnel---first Market car to 
haul passengers through it. 


Fan Publications: "Interurban News Letter" Special #7 on the 
NORTH COAST LINES is now available at 1414 
S. Westmoreland, Los Angeles 6, California, at 50¢ per copy. 
A roster of the British Columbia Electric Railway is available 
at $1 from Ernie Plant, 3226 E, 26th Ave., Vancouver, B.C. 
We doubt if there is a railfan left who has not purchased his 
copy of “Virginia & Truckee", but if there is anyone who has 
slipped up, you can still get thts worth while book through 
The Western Railroader at $2.00 for the regular edition, We 
understand the Limited Edition is now sold out, 


Reprints of the N.W.P, map in issue 117 can be had for 
insertion in your N.W.P. HISTORY by sending a stamped, self- 
addressed #10 size envelope to The Western Badivonser, Bex 668, 
San Mateo, California, It is froma 1923 public time ble. 


The Arrowhead Stamp Club is planning a cachet for the 
PE's trolley RPO for August 6th. A stamped, self-addressed 
envelope plus 3¢ per envelope handling charge should be sent 
to Fred W. Coops, Jr., 251 N. Oleander Ave., Fontana, Calif- 
ornia prior to July 30th. 
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One of the earliest car lines to be 
operated in San Francisco was along 
Sutter Stret. It was a horse car line 
extending from the city front at Val- 
lejo Street along Front, Sutter, Polk 
and Larkin to Broadway with a branch 
line from Sutter and Larkin to Ninth 
and Mission Streets. The franchise 
was obtained by the Front Street, Mis- 
sion and Ocean Railroad Company in 
1863, and the line was formally op- 
ened for service in November, 1866, 
with six green 20-passenger horse 
cats operating. 

The hopeful real estate operators 
who promoted the enterprise in order 
to sell lots in this barren area were 
disappointed in their campaign and 
had to pay off the building contractor, 
Henry Casebolt, with stock in the 
company, Casebolt soon found himself 
in control, and adopted many innova- 
tions which contributed to the road’s 
success. 

One of these was the ingenious 
“Balloon Car,” a light, 14-passenger 
cat which could be turned upon its 
truck. At the end of the line, the driv- 
er simply removed a pin and led his 
horses in a semi-circle until the car 
was reversed. This eliminated the 
necessity of unhitching the horses or 
of providing a turntable. 

When Andrew Hallidie introduced 
the cable car on the Clay Street line, 
Casebolt was quick to “modernize,” 
and on January 27, 1877, the newly- 
named Sutter Street Wire Cable Rail- 
oad Company was opened for service. 

he cars consisted of the usual cable 
rains of the period, that is, an open 
} dummy” or grip car and a closed 
tailer of the horse car pattern, both 
ars heing of the four-wheel va-iety. 
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That the opening day did not come 
off as smoothly as could be desired is 
indicated by this news item in the Eve- 


ning Bulletin of January 29, 1877: 
“The Sutter Street Wire Cable Rail- 


road was formally opened on Satur- 
day afternoon. During the greater part 


of the day the’ cars were hauled over 
the road by dummies, but before 
night horses had to be substituted ow- 
ing to the stretching of the cables. 
Some of the dummies also failed to 
work as smoothly as desirable. One of 
them broke away from the car it was 
hauling at the Dupont Street crossing 
and the engineer was unable to loosen 
the grip on the cable until the dummy 
came to grief at the Market Street 
terminus of the road. After a few 
days running the cables and dummies 
will no doubt be in splendid working 
order.” 


The original cable section was 
sandwiched between horse car lines 
at either end. Later the Sutter Street 
cable line was extended to its final 
outer terminus at Sutter and Central 
(now Presidio) Avenue. Here con- 
nections could be made with the Fer- 
ries and Cliff House Railway, a nar- 
row-gauge steam line which originated 
in a large, rambling, wooden station 
located on the northwest corner of 
California and Presidio, and which ex- 
tended out California to 33rd Avenue 
where it turned into a private right- 
of-way around the cliffs at Lands End 
and terminated at a station at 48th 
Avenue. A branch line operated across 
7th Avenue to the brownstone station 
which is still standing in Golden Gate 
Park. 
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This trip required an extra fare, 
however, which displeased Adolph 


Sutro who wanted a five-cent tare 
from downtown to his Sutro Baths 


at the Beach. He made many unsuc- 
cessful attempts to force the exchange 
of transfer privileges, which were 
blocked largely by the Ferries and 
Cliff line. When Sutro 4nally had to 
resort to building his own line in 
1895, he cherished no love for the 
steam road, and he not only built a 
competing electric line along Clement 
Street to the Cliff House but also con- 
structed a branch line along Eighth 
Avenue to compete with the steam 
line's branch on Seventh Avenue. This 
cut-throat competition in sparsely set- 
tled territory had a devastating finan- 
cial effect on both lines, and the Sutro 
line was never a monetary success. 
Sutro did accomplish his objective of 
| a five cent ride from the Ferry to the 
Beach, however, and achieved such 
popularity from this measure that he 
later became mayor of San Francisco. 


In 1902 the Sutter cable line and 
and the steam and electric roads to the 
Beach all became part of the property 
of the United Railroads. The steam 
toad was converted to electric opera- 
tion in 1905. At that time passengers 
had to transfer at Presidio Avenue 
from the electric lines to the cable 
line, and at Sansome the cable car 


(Upper left) The Ferries and Cliff House 
line around Lands End (original No.:! line) 
was built in 1887 and was equipped with 
small steam engines and both open and 
closed coaches. The line was converted to 
electric operation in 1905, and sight-seeing 
cars (upper right) took passengers along 
this scenic route to the waiting station at 
the end of the line. Lower pictures show the 
competitive Sutro electric line (origina. No. 
2 line). At the left is a car approaching 
Sutro Baths in 1897; the old Cliff House is 
in the background. At right is the Sutro 
Barn shortly after it was built. The road 
| commenced operation February |, 1896. 
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dummy was switched back and the 
car was taken on to the Ferry by 
horses. After the fire of 1906 Sutter 
cable was made into an electric line 


connecting with the two electric lines 
running outbound from Presidio. In 
the latter part of 1907 when all routes 
of the United Railroads were given 
numbers, these two Sutter lines were 
given the designations of No. 1 (Sut- 
ter-California) and No. 2 (Sutter- 
Clement). 

Through eleciric lines went to the 
Ferry until June 1, 1908. At this time 
the city, which had declared for mu- 
nicipal ownership in 1900, contesed 
the right of the United Railroads to 
operate electric cars over tracks gov- 
erned by a franchise covering horse 
cars. The city won its case, and horse- 
drawn cars were returned to the out- 
er tracks between Sansome and the 
Ferry until June 3, 1913, when the 
city had to reverse its stand in order 
to be allowed to operate its own Geary 
Street cars on these tracks. With the 
reestablishment of through electric 


service, the last horse car line in the 
city disappeared. 

On September 5, 1915, the No. 1 
line’s franchise on California Street 
was surrendered to the Municipal 
Railway (becoming that road’s “C” 
line), and the No. 1 line was diverted 
to Clement Street at 6th Avenue. The 
only other change in routing since 
that time was the abandonment of the 
Lands End right-of-way on February 


7, 1925, after a wash-out cut off that 
section. 


TURK-BALBOA LINES 

The first rails were laid on Turk 
Street by the Central Railroad Com- 
pany, operators of a circuitous horse 
car route which zigzagged over most 
of the downtown streets, Starting at 
the foot of Vallejo Street and termi- 
nating at 8th and Brannan. Its Lone 








os TCAs sto STREET aces 





(Above) The first cable cars on Castro 
Street were the ivory-colored cars of the 
Market Street Cable Railway Company. 
The line was started in 1887 and this picture 
was taken in 1890. 


Mountain branch ran trom 
Street out Turk, Fillmore 
Streets to Presidio Avenue. 
Later the Metropolitan Railroad, 
one of the first electric lines in the 
city (1892) established a rambling 
route, part of which was on Eddy 
Street. With the big consolidations in 
1893 and 1902, these lines were 
straightened out somewhat, and the 
Turk and Eddy Street tracks became 
the inner portion of the No. 4 line. 


Vaylor 
and Post 


The No. 31 line as it exists today was 
put in operation in 1932. Following 
the election of 1930, which approved 
the granting of a 25-year operating 
permit to the Market Street Railway 
in return for its old franchises, tracks 
were constructed out Turk and Balboa 
Streets to the terminus at 30th Avenue. 
The line was a popular one and pro- 


vided stiff competition for the city’s 
Geary Street routes. 


The Western Railiroader © Page Six 





ae Ree se 


beeehddieehatetnennaael 


seamen yey 


The “900” series cars used on this 
line were built at Elkton Shops and 
have special high-speed motors. 

MARKET-CASTRO 
The original Castro Street cable line 


was built in 1887 and was one of five | 


well-equipped lines operated by the 
Market Street Cable Railway Com- 
pany. Its ivory-painted cars ran up 
Market to Castro and 26th Street. 

After the fire of 1906, the line was 
reconstructed as an electric line run- 
ning to 18th and Castro only. Cable 
cars ran from 18th to 26th on Castro, 
and this line remained in operation 
until April 5, 1941. 

Shortly after the consolidation in 
1944, the No. 8 line was abandoned, 





but a year later (November 5, 1945) 
service was reestablished. 
THANK YOU 
For the historical material 


and pictures used in this issue, 
we are indebted to Geneva Shop- 
man Charles Smallwood and 
former Market Street Photo- 
grapher J. H. Mentz. 




























SAN FRANCISCO CHANGE OVER The trolley bus operation on Market 
—— CC Street overshadowed the street car 
abandonments of the No. 1 (Sutter-California), No. 2 (Sutter- 
Clement and No. 31 (Balboa) lines. The No. 8 shuttle on Market 
from Castro was replaced by busses but only a block or so of 
tracks went out of service and rema cars on upper Market 
Acleminated three local stops. During the last week the No. 8 
“#ren through win Peaks tunnel to West Portal as trolley wires 
~#on Castro were changed over for busses. The H line was cut 
back to its old south terminal at Army Street and busses took 
over nights, Sundays and holidays. Last regular car on the 
utter runs was car 250 on Saturday, July 2nd---actual change 

took place on Saturday as busses have been running nights and 
undays on 1, 2 and 31 for some time. 


Future plans for Municipal Railway conversions keep changing 
‘and the schedule laid out in January seems to have gone out the 
window. Latest is that the busses on Mission would go trolley 
bus as far as Richland, then the Sutter bus lines and Van Ness 
street car line would go trolley bus. No statements about the 
C and F have been made recently, but street car storage space is 
very short. The upper part of Geary Barn is being converted to 
meee trolley bus and there is not enough space in the lower part of 
«aeea Geary and Geneva (since four tracks have been converted to a 
paint shop--old paint shop now being made into a car shop--old 
| on this? car shop into a bus shop) for present car lines, Sutro barn 
ops and is active, but was scheduled at one time to be abandoned, 
All former Market trackage except short sections used by F and 
K are now out of service and all Market cars but about 30 are 
out--only Market cars are on C and H.The Municipal Railway's 
able line | 40-line lies idle, but the wires are said to be kept hot out of 
e of five \ Geneva along the right of way to deter theft. A section of 
by th track in San Mateo has been paved over and agreements are being 
y Me } made for the railway to remove the wires and the cities of San 
y Com- | Mateo and Burlingame to pave over or remove the tracks, 
ran u 
eet, . EAST BAY NOTES: Charges have been made that the Key System 
le ws and certain down-town Oakland interests are 
| 4S } trying to kill the "A" line---and the rest of the bridge rail 
ne fun- | lines, According to the Bay Area Transportation League the 
. Cable }) decision is now being made, Other reports are that off-peak 
Castro, | bus service across the bridge may be curtailed with service 
’ gto a transfer point with the trains at 40th & San Pablo, but 
that plan has been kick about for quite some time, 


tion in SOUTHERN PACIFIC LOCOMOTIVE CHANGES 

idoned, 

1945) 1163 0-6-0 dismantled at Sacramento 5/16/49 
4031 4-8-8-2 dismantled at Sacramento 5/16/49 
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1406 through 1409, class DES-109 set up El Paso May 9-12, 1949 
5103 and 5104, class DERS-200 set up at magene June 2-7, 1949 
5206 through 5208, class DERS-2 set up El Paso May 9-14, 1949 


pene Following Union Pacific 2-10-2's leased at Ogden 5/15/49: 5511, 
ssue, 5513, 5517, 5528, 5529 and 5522, 
hop- 8.P, 1145 0-6-0 leased to San Diego & Arizona Eastern 2/24/49 
and S,P, 1825 2-6-0 leased to Northwestern Pacific 5/13/49 
hoto- be-gre St Louis Southwestern engines returned at Corsicana 

a May 15-18,1049: 554, 560, 569, 574 and 577 


8.P, 2950 returned from California & Oregon Coast Railroad at 
— Grants Pass 5/23/49. 








Dave Joslyn 
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A LETTER FROM NORMAN HOLMES "On June 4th I left on my vacation 
through the northeastern part of 
California and noted the following----First I stopped by the 
Western Pacific's Sacramento shops and saw Stockton Terminal & 
Eastern's diesel No, 10 having an overhaul. Tidewater Southern 
diesel 1355 was at Sacramento Northern's 2nd & M yards. He 
J. Kaiser's gravel pit south of Oroville was going full blast 
with its two Porter 0-4-0T's and a gasoline Climax switcher, 
Sacramento Northern electric motor 405 was in Oroville with a 
new orange stripe paint job. I went up to Feather River Pine 
Mills, but could only find No. 4, 0-6-OT, Porter 3951 - 1907, 
and a Plymouth maintance switcher. My next stop was the Diamond 
Match Co. at Sterling City. The 104, a Williamette 3S-truck shay 
had a new paint job and shays 105 and 102 looked good. Down at 
Chico the Diamond Match has a new 150 hp General Electric switcher 
No, 29365 dated April, 1948, their No. 7, the old tank switcher 
was no where in sight. Near Mt Shasta I saw an old 0-4-0T, 
Baldwin No. 7372, 1884 (Mt Shasta Pine & Mfg Co. former owner) 
along side the highway. I went up to Yreka where the 8 was in 
service and 7 under repairs (both ex-State Belt 0-6-0's), I also 
saw the final resting place of the Yosemite Valley observation 
carjust south of Yreka being made into a cafe. I stopped in 
at McCloud and saw McCloud River Railroad's new orange, gray and 
marron diesel No, 28--Baldwin 73653 - Sept. 1948, I then went 
to Bieber where Great Northern is using a 0-8-0 No. 878 for 
switching, At Almanor the Almanor Railroad's 106 - General 
Electric No. 28340 - 380 hp diesel - is in service, but no 
sign of other motive power, Next sop at Westwood where I 
found Fruit Growers' Supply 105 boarded up, 102 used as a switcher 
around Westwood, 34 with a new paint job and 103 under repairs, 
I stopped by the Clover Valley Lumber Co at Loyalton and saw 
No. 3 a 3-truck shay - Lima 2672 - and No. ll, a 2-truck shay 
(Lima 788 - both out of service for some time, Rod engine No, 8 
2-6-2 is used exclusively in the woods while a mallet is used 
to bring the logs to the mill. A Plymouth 6-wheel diesel is 
used to switch around the mill, Western Pacific is using a 
1000 hp Baldwin switcher No, 584 on the Reno Branch train, 
Southern Pacific is using Pacific Electric diesel switcher 1652 
around Reno and Sparks. I saw one of S.P.'s new freight 
diesels--No, 6139--at Sparks." --- Norman Holmes 


NOTES FROM "DOWN THE PENINSULA" The S.P. is operating 4300's 
(4-8-2) on its peak hour sub- 

urban trains to keep the fast schedules with 10 to 12 extra 

length suburban cars. A couple of 2400's (4-6-2's) used on 


the "Del Monte" have been equipped with air horns and sound like 
the "Daylight" coming through, 


San Luis Obispo Notes: Santa Maria Valley does most of its 

switching with diesel #10 with #150 
2-6-2 pulling the freights over to the S.P.. SMV expects 
another diesel shortly, but does not expect to dispose of 
its steam power, -- Little left of Pacific Coast Railway. 
#110, 4-6-0, was scrapped early’last fall. 01d roundhouse 
still has tracks inside, but is used to store grain. Turn 
table was filled in just recently, --- Mac Gaddis 


HETCH HETCHY UP FOR SCRAP The City of San Francisco put up 

the Hetch Hetchy Railroad up for 
bid as scrap during June, but has rejected all bids as too 
low. The coach #6 has been acquired by the R&LHS and is 
now on the Sierra Railroad, 
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